
For the Senior Cycle



Aims of presentation

·To briefly outline each optional subject

·To outline the significance of careers for 
each

·To give recommendations 

·4Ï ÁÄÖÉÓÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÄÏȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔÓ

·To give links to further information



Compulsory subjects
·English

·Irish

·Maths

·Religion

·Guidance

·P.E.

·L.C.V.P.



Optional Subjects ςChoose 4
·Language ɀFrench/German/Spanish

·Construction Studies Biology

·Engineering Chemistry

·Design and Communications Physics

·Home Economics Applied Physics

·Music Agriculture Science

·Art History

·Business Geography

·Accounting Religion



Languages
·French/German/Spanish

·Recommended as a foreign language is a basic 
entry requirement into the NUI colleges

·National University of Ireland colleges

·UCD

·UCG

·Maynooth

·UCC



Construction Studies
Three Components 

Theory ɀBuilt Environment: Obtaining 
planning permission ɀmortgages. Drawing 
element. 55%

Practical ɀ3hr exam in May  20%

Workshop/Lab work  Project in April -25%

Useful for careers in joinery, furniture design, 
woodwork teaching, manufacturing 
engineering



Engineering
·Fabrication and finishing of metals, materials 

technology, plastics, manufacturing processes.

·Three parts ; Theory 50% Practical 25% Project 25%

·Useful for careers in mechanical, structural, civil , 
plastics engineering, mechanics, industrial design, 
trades and manufacturing industries.



Design and Communications
·Three Sections A Plane & Descriptive Geometry

ɆBCommunication of Design & 
Computer Graphics

ɆC2 out of 5 distinct areas of design
Develops skills in graphic design, CAD, Visio-spatial 
reasoning, logical thinking, creativity and innovation

·Terminal Exam 60% (CAD significant component)

·Project (Feb)40%

·Useful for careers in Architecture, Industrial/Product 
Design, Civil Engineering, Draughting, Games Design.



History
·History gives us an insight into the world we live in.

·It teaches the student how to evaluate documents and 
develop research, communication, analytical and 
editing skills

·Four topics - 2 Irish   2 - European

·3 topics are answered in essay format for H.L. and 
short question format for O.L.

·Pre-submitted research study report on any topic 20%

·A good command of English is necessary for the H.L.



Geography
·Landform development ɀearthquakes and volcanoes

·Regional Geog.- Climate, Cultural and Socio-economic 
factors

·The Global Economy

·Geographical Investigation / fieldwork 20%

·( a study of local environmental issue)

·Useful for careers in teaching, geology, meteorology, 

Environmental science



Home Economics
·Concerned with the way individuals and families 

manage their resources to meet physical, emotional, 
intellectual, social and economic needs.

·Food studies ɀ5 projects into lab journal ɀ20%

·Resource Management and Consumer Studies

·Social Studies

·Useful for careers in hotel catering and management, 
social studies, food science, sociology and health 
science and physiology.



Business
·Business is concerned with the understanding of the 

environment in which business operates in Ireland 
and the wider world.

·Marketing, Communications, Management, 
Entrepreneurism and enterprise, Human resource 
management

·Can take it up at L.C. Level

·All theory based

·Useful for courses in Business and Commerce



Accounting
·A business studies option

·Concerned with the preparation, recording, extraction, 
presentation and analysis of financial information.

·Develops problem-solving and computational skills

·Learn about a variety of control accounts and how to 
manage them.

·Students would need to have an aptitude for numerical 
skills



Religion
·An exploration of the human need for meaning and 

for God and how it finds expression in religion.

·Explores the different religious traditions

·3 units; The search for meaning and value, Christianity 
and World religions, One elective from 6 topics.

·Course work  - study onto one topic ɀ20%

·Develops analytical, critical thinking and writing skills.



Art
·Four sections to the course.

·Imaginative composition and still life

·Design and Craftwork

·Life Sketching

·History and Appreciation of Art (nearly 40%)

·Students would have to have an aptitude for drawing 
and spatial awareness

·Useful for careers in teaching, graphic design, fashion 
design, architecture, fine art etc.



Music
·Music spans all cultures, breaks down barriers and is 

an international language

·Musical creativity is linked with competence and 
enterprise providing life and employment 
opportunities.

·Syllabus is based on 3 activities; Performing, 
Composing and Listening.

·Up to 50% of total marks can be gained in activity that 
best suits their talent

·Singing, playing an instrument or performing as part 
of musical group are options for the practical exam.



Science subjects
·Biology

·Course covers 3 main topics; The Cell, Human Biology and 
Plant Physiology 

Chemistry

Course covers topics such as the structure of the atom, 
chemical reactions, organic chemistry, fossil fuels, water 
and electro-chemistry.

Physics

Course covers topics such as gravitation, motion, lenses and 
the eye, heat and temperature, electricity, radioactivity and 
nuclear energy.



Agricultural  Science
·Soils and rock groups; formation, origins and texture

·General Structure and function of plants

·Farm Crops

·Principles of Genetics

·Structure and Functions of the Animal body; Cow, 
Sheep, Horse and Pig

·Farm Buildings

·Scientific Investigation ɀ20%

·Useful for study in agri- based courses and used as lab-
science subject



Careers requiring science subjects
·Medicine Nursing

·Veterinary Science Occupational Therapy

·Pharmacy Radiography

·Dietetics Optometry

·Physiotherapy Forensic Science

·Speech and Language Therapy Beauty Therapy

·Science Environmental Science

·Bio-chemistry Sports Science

·Food Science Med-Lab Science



Recommendations
·To avoid limiting career opportunities 

we recommend the following:

·Keep up your language

·Choose at least one lab-science 
subject
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·Choose a subject based on what your 
friends are choosing/ report

·Choose a subject based on a belief that 
ÉÔ ÉÓ ȬÅÁÓÙȭ ÏÒ Á ȬÄÏÓÓȭ
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·Choose a subject you are interested in and 

enjoy.

·Choose abalanced combination to avail of 
as many career options as possible

·Research the subjects as much as you can 
before choosing.

·Check qualifax.ie for basic and specific entry 
requirements to courses you are showing 
interest in.



Further Information
·www.skoool.ie

·www.qualifax.ie (link to empl .opp. 2015)

·www.careersportal.ie

·www.moatecs.ie

·www.education.ie

·Subject Teachers

http://www.skoool.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.moatecs.ie/
http://www.education.ie/

